You are invited to…
Father Tom’s
50th Anniversary of
Ordination to the Priesthood
SUNDAY, JUNE 30, 2019
1:00–4:00pm
St. Gabriel Parish West Campus

From FR. TOM’S desk
4th Sunday of Easter
Sr. Mary McGlone, Celebration

The Fourth Sunday of Easter always celebrates Christ as the Good
Shepherd. This year, our readings focus more on the sheep than on
the shepherd. In spite of the comforting image of Christ as Shepherd,
today’s Scriptures indicate that hearing the voice of the shepherd
requires discernment and that his followers can expect to receive the
same treatment as he did.
The reading from the Acts of the Apostles is more contemporary than
we might expect as it reflects on how to discern God’s ongoing action
in history. Paul appeared as a foreign missionary who has left
Jerusalem and the comforts of his home culture with its familiar, allpervasive religious atmosphere. He was moving among his fellow
Jews and their Gentile neighbors in Greek territory where one can find
every variety of religious experience. The Jewish minority in that
population had to be strong and stubborn to maintain their faith while
surrounded by so many alternatives. They had every reason to be
proud of their fidelity.
Then along comes Paul, retelling their sacred history to culminate in
Jesus of Nazareth, presented as God’s anointed one. Not only that,
but Paul is offering his version of the faith to their pagan neighbors as
if they could join equally with the chosen people in this new movement.
That had to be astounding to most of them, and to many it came off as
downright heretical. Those latter people, staunchly faithful to their
tradition, came to the conclusion that Paul was nothing more than an
apostate Pharisee making the blasphemous claim that an executed
criminal was the Messiah.

Tough Call

Sr. Mary McGlone, Celebration

This week’s readings remind us that following the Good Shepherd is
often neither easy nor clear. The history of Israel and the early church
remind us that God continually calls us to newness, to that which is
greater than our expectations. We must hold lightly to our certainties if
we desire to hear the voice of the Shepherd today. The one thing of
which we can be sure is that the Shepherd is always trying to lead us
beyond where we are into greater, broader, deeper love ~ and that will
often be unruly, confusing, and new.

Conversion Experience (Acts 13)

Sr. Mary McGlone, Celebration

Paul’s encounter with the risen Lord had broken down the walls he
had clung to as safeguards of the tradition. His comprehension of
Christ was the most stunning and the central event of his life. The
same thing happens to anyone who has an encounter with Christ ~
suddenly, a faith that had been traditional, intellectual, and/or
pragmatic bursts into life as an experience of love. The creed one had
accepted takes on a life of its own and changes the dynamic of the

person’s life. This encounter is nothing short of an experience of falling
in love ~ and it causes the same ongoing reorientation of life that
comes from being in love.
Luke tells us that the Gentiles were delighted with Paul’s teaching
that they were fully included in God’s plan. At the same time, the
Jewish leaders incited people of means to harass Paul and Barnabas.
Part of the problem was that a religious conversion could lead to social
effects. If the leading people who maintained ties and influence with
the leaders of the city converted, the stability and privileges of the
Jewish community could have been in jeopardy. From the very earliest
will change a society ~ and those who are privileged by the status quo
have the most to lose when that happens.

All Are Welcomed (Revelation 7)

Celebration

Our Shepherd (John 10)

Celebration

Last week’s selection from Revelation emphasized Christ as “the
Lamb.” Now, John turns his attention to the people who make up the
great multitude of the saved. This Sunday’s selection tells us who they
are, how they have acted, and what their future will be. First, in what
follows nicely on the first reading, John describes a “multitude which
no one could count,” an unimaginably large gathering.
Added to their size is their diversity. Depicting them as representing
every nation, race, people, and tongue reminds the reader that God,
the Creator of the entire universe, has gathered them together. Those
who wish to participate in this celebration must leave behind the
tribalism of their particular theologies and learn to appreciate God’s
universal will to save. While that sounds obvious, it has always been
hard for humanity to welcome “others” as equals. But the message
here is that God wipes away tears but preserves diversity.
The reading from Revelation used the images of the lamb/shepherd,
indicating that we are united to God by one of our own kind. This
Gospel invites us to contemplate God’s love for us as an invitation to
follow the Shepherd into unending life and to belong to God. This is
perhaps best explained in the doctrine of theosis, which Orthodox
theologian Christopher Veniamin describes in “The Orthodox
Understanding of Salvation: Theosis in Scripture and Tradition” as “the
divinization of the entire human person in Christ…acquiring the mind
of Christ…sharing his very life.”
Whether we choose the heady heights of Byzantine theology’s
theosis or the simple image of Christ the Good Shepherd sharing his
life with the sheep, the result is the same. We are always invited to
hear his voice, to know him through following, and to receive eternal
life. As the prologue to John’s Gospel explains, “To those who did
accept him, he gave the power to become children of God.”

~~ “Lord, be the Shepherd of my life” ~~

Blessing Prayer for Mothers
God of Love,
bless the Mother of our family.
Bless her with the strength of Your spirit,
she who has taught us how to stand and walk.
Bless her with the melody of Your love,
she who has shared how to speak, how to sing and how to pray.
Bless her today, now, in this lifetime, with good things, with health.
Bless her with joy, love, laughter, and pride in her child(ren)
and surround her with many good friends.
This blessing and all grace, we pray,
in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen

WEEK OF MAY 12, 2019

MONDAY
Acts 11:1-18 Pss 42:2-3, 43:3-4 Jn 10:1-10
TUESDAY
8:00am - Word & Communion
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26 Ps 113:1-8 Jn 15:9-17
WEDNESDAY
8:00am - Mass
Acts 12:24-13:5 Ps 67:2-3, 5-6, 8 Jn 12:44-50
THURSDAY
8:00am - Mass
Acts 13:13-25 Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27 Jn 13:16-20
FRIDAY
Acts 13:26-33 Ps 2:6-11 Jn 14:1-6
SATURDAY
4:30pm - Mass
Acts 13:44-52 Ps 98:1-4 Jn 14:7-14
SUNDAY
9:30am - Mass (with CLOW & Nursery)
Acts 14:21-27 Ps 145:8-13 Rv 21:1-5a Jn 13:31-33, 34-35

PARISH ACTIVITIES

Tuesday, May 14
Thursday, May 16

10:00am
6:00pm
7:00pm

Scripture Study
PTO Meeting
School Committee Meeting

GRADUATION MASS: High school and college graduates are invited
to attend the Graduation Mass on Saturday, June 1. A Reception in
honor of the graduates will immediately follow. By May 29, RSVP via
notifying the Parish Office at 662-6861 or parishoffice@auburnac.org
MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH: Your
help is needed at Vacation Bible School on July 29–August 1 from
9:00am to 12:00noon. It’s a great fun opportunity to get service hours!
Volunteer forms will be available next week at both church entrances.
REVISED FEES: The Administration Council decided it was time to
raise cemetery fees and rental rates of the parish halls. In general,
almost everything was recommended to be increased from $50 to
$100. Non-parishioner rates were raised higher. The Parish Council
approved the recommended increases, which will go in effect July 1.
REQUESTING YOUR HELP: We will be sprucing/cleaning the East
Campus grounds on Wednesday, May 22, at 6:30pm. Please bring
rakes, pitch forks, pruners, or any of your favorite yard tools. Any time
you can give will be appreciated!

EDUCATION/FORMATION
Family Talk Time Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families, Sara McGinnis Lee
Did you ever think you knew exactly where you were going and still
ended up lost? What was that like?
Reflecting on the Word: The sheep know Jesus’ voice because they
have formed a relationship with him during the time they spent
together. This Gospel may prompt an examination of our relationship
with God. As time is spent with God in prayer, a relationship will be
nurtured and it will be easier to distinguish God’s voice from another’s.
If we do not spend time with God in prayer, we may heed the wrong
call and stray from the one who loves us.
Living the Word: Lead the family in playing “shepherd and sheep” or
hide-and-seek with a twist. The person who is the shepherd is “it,”
while everyone else plays the sheep. While staying in one spot, the
shepherd counts with open eyes, trying to keep track of everyone as
they hide. When done counting, the shepherd rounds up the sheep.
As each person takes a turn as a shepherd, participants should keep
track of who is the fastest at rounding up the sheep. After the game is
over, ask family members what kind of skills it takes to keep track of
everyone and how hard it was to do so.

Congratulations on the Baptism of…
Harrison Daniel
Son of Brandon & Jenae Paten
Jesus says, “Let the children come to me.”
Luke 18:15

AUBURN AREA CATHOLIC SCHOOL
❖ Thank you for supporting our O’s Restaurant Night this past
Monday. We appreciate you!
❖ Preschool-Grade 5 students gather monthly to make cards for
our parish homebound and local nursing home residents. We
make and send over 90 cards monthly from September-May.
Thank you to all that send us cards of appreciation. If you would
like a card sent to a loved one, please contact the School Office
at 662-6431.
❖ 2019-2020 Registration: Stop by and see what Auburn Area
Catholic School is all about! We invite those interested in
observing classrooms and talking with the staff to call 662-6431
to schedule an appointment.

Sunday
September 8

RAFFLE
We are collecting prizes for the
raffle at our Parish Picnic on
Sunday, September 8. If you
have an item to donate, please
call Sally Czabala at 274-9956 or
Mary Ellyn Gushow at 662-6745.

Vacation Bible School ~ July 29-August 1
“ROAR! Life is Wild
God is Good”
This epic African adventure engages the whole herd. At ROAR, kids
explore God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious faith that powers
them through this wild life. Registration will begin next week – forms
will be available at both entrances. Everyone is welcome to come join
in the fun!

Attention High School Youth
Do something important and rewarding this summer! Join other
Catholic high school youth ~ learn about and fight poverty and reach
out to the poor of Saginaw at Y.E.S. (“Youth Encounter Service”) on
June 23-28. Youth will lodge at Nouvel Catholic Central Elementary
School in Saginaw. Registration deadline is May 13. Contact
Stephanie at sschacher@auburnac.org for more information or
Registration forms.

STEWARDSHIP
Weekly Target: $10,962 * Offering: $11,908
CSA Report: An additional 24 parishioners donated/pledged $5,395
bringing our total to $62,870 (93% of target). A “friendly reminder” was
sent to those who have not yet responded. In another week, the
chairpersons will begin making phone calls to those who have yet to
participate. You can lighten their load by coming forward and push on
through to our target.
Children G☺☺d Deeds
…Buckling myself in car to help Mom …Saying please and thank you
…Helping my Dad with his tools …Listening to Mom and Dad
…Drawing pictures for Grandpa to make him happy
(Continued)

Job Openings - Auburn Area Catholic School - 2019-20
Principal (Full-Time)

Second Grade Teacher (Full-Time)

Qualifications
• Must be practicing member of a Roman Catholic Church
• BA or BS in elementary education working toward Master’s
Degree in education with administration emphasis
• Master’s Degree in Education - preferred
• State of Michigan valid teaching certificate
• Classroom experience
• Adhere to Code of Ethical Conduct
• Positive references and recommendations
• Must clear criminal background check and comply with other
diocesan mandates for Protecting God’s Children

Qualifications
• Must be practicing member of a Roman Catholic Church
• BA or BS in elementary education
• State of Michigan valid teaching certificate
• Adhere to Code of Ethical Conduct
• Positive references and recommendations
• Must clear criminal background check and comply with other
diocesan mandates for Protecting God’s Children

Send Resume with letter of interest and 3 letters of recommendation
to Fr. Thomas Sutton, St. Gabriel Parish, 84 W. Midland Rd., Auburn,
MI 48611 or parishoffice@auburnac.org
PRAYER LINE
Mary Jane……………………..…………..………… 496-2873
vicmaryj@hotmail.com
Sisters of St. Clare…...……...............…srsclare.com/prayer
BEFRIENDER
Mary Ellyn Gushow….…………………………….. 662-6745
HELPING HANDS COMMITTEE
Stephanie Schacher..………………..……….…… 878-2898
COMMUNION FOR HOMEBOUND
Pam Graul-Gwizdala…..……………..……….…... 513-3027

Send Resume with letter of interest and 3 letters of recommendation
to Fr. Thomas Sutton, St. Gabriel Parish, 84 W. Midland Rd., Auburn,
MI 48611 or parishoffice@auburnac.org
PARISH COUNCIL & COMMISSIONS
Tim Hadd, Chairperson-Parish Council……….......... 684-2209
Sally Czabala, Chairperson-Worship..……………..... 274-9956
Sascha Rivet, Chairperson-Education…..….............. 667-0930
Renee Krager, Chairperson-Christian Service…….....662-0135
Mike Jamrog, Chairperson-Administration…….......... 266-3413
AUBURN AREA CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Jillian Grzegorczyk, Chairperson-School Committee.. 415-5141
Tracy Bourassa, President-PTO…...…...…….….…… 662-6089
Henry Warren, Athletic Director……………………….. 529-0550
SCHOOL ENDOWMENT
SPREADING THE SPIRIT FUND
School Principal.......................................................... 662-6431

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS! Support our parish Bulletin and advertise! Call the Parish Office at 662-6861 for information.

Auburn Food Center
985 West Midland Road
Auburn
662-2352

Come visit us!

Improving the financial
well-being of our members

St. Anthony
Cemetery
4485
S. Eleven Mile Rd.
Auburn

Cemetery
Plot
Burial
Burial of Cremains
P = Parishioner

P
NP
$500 $900
$600 $600
$125 $150
NP = Non-Parishioner

Columbarium
Single (1 Urn)
Double (2 Urns)
Inurnment

P
NP
$1,000
$1,200
$1,400
$1,500
$ 250 per niche $ 275

Call St. Gabriel Parish Office at 662-6861 for information

ST. GABRIEL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
April 11, 2019
ATTENDANCE: Fr. Tom Sutton, Sally Czabala, Tim Hadd, Renee Krager, Sue LeVasseur, Deb Lupo, Sandy
DesJardins, Keith Charbonneau, Sascha Rivet, Bob Milne, Marty Spencer, Karen Willsie, Jill Arndt and Mike
Jamrog
Absent: Janet Woronoff
REVIEW/APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes were reviewed, with two revisions stated: 1) Co-Chairs of CSA
campaign versus Fr. Tom will contact parishioners who have not responded; and 2) Minutes of the
Education/Formation Commission Meeting of March 14, 2019 were incomplete; revised Minutes are
included in the packet for Parish Council meeting on May 9. Motion to approve by Mike Jamrog and
seconded by Karen Willsie.
NEW BUSINESS
● Renee Krager announced the Blood Drive on April 30 from 3:00 to 8:00pm at St. Gabriel.
● Catholic Relief Services was discussed and how the program operates differently than CSA.
● Keith Charbonneau has been approached by parishioners regarding the usage of St. Anthony Church
and the impression that it is being used for church service. Fr. Tom clarified that two classrooms are used
for Bible Study and services are in the gathering space, not in the church. Clarification will be included in
the Bulletin. That group is being charged monthly - $500 for 16 hours and $25 each additional hour.
● The commissions commented on the good job that Leslie Clare did setting up the Soup Suppers, which
is very much appreciated.
● All in attendance commented that the Penance Service was amazing. The idea with the cross and nails,
along with the music, was tremendous. The church was full well before the service began. There was
discussion about the limited available seating for commission members helping at the Soup Supper.
● One application has been received to date for the Pastoral Minister position.
● Membership needed for all commissions will be on the Agenda for May. Personal contact for new
members is best. New members will be invited to June meetings and attend beginning September.
COMMISSION/COUNCIL REPORTS
Education/Formation Commission – Sascha Rivet
● Finalized the calendar with makeup dates – June 7 (half day) will be the last day of school.
● Second payment has been made for the portable unit; installation is scheduled for early May.
● All Saints and Nouvel had tables set up with information for 5th grade parents. Visit went well.
● All teachers have signed a statement of intent for returning next school year. Principal Robert Milne will
not be returning – that position was a one-year assignment.
● Vacation Bible School: Scheduled for July 29-August 1 with an Africa Safari theme.
● Sacramental Preparation: Confirmation and 1st Eucharist will be celebrated May 4 and May 5.
● Adult Education: Had 15 tickets to see “Joseph and the Amazing Dream Coat” in Midland. Due to strong
interest, three more tickets were obtained.
● There will be an Easter Egg Hunt after the 10:30am mass on Easter Sunday.
● Planning the Graduation Mass for June 1 or June 2.
● Looking at dates in February for the Parish Appreciation Dinner.
● Reviewed calendar of events. The Parish Picnic will be on September 8 - Jill will send commissions’
responsibilities (2-year rotation) and planning review will be on the Parish Council Agenda for May.

Worship Commission – Sally Czabala
● Reconciliation Service: 50-75 people did not receive service bulletins - 480 were made. An estimated
540-550 was in attendance. Many good comments were received about the service and choir. A lot of
parishioners did not return their nails from Ash Wednesday – ran out of nails, even with extras purchased.
The pounding of the nails with correlation of the readings was very good.
● Discussed Holy Week
● Need four new members
Administration Council – Mike Jamrog
● Gym Floor: Discussed floor samples – is used on many volleyball courts; has 16-year warranty; cost not
to exceed $33K; not glued - is similar to a floating floor. Upon Tim Markel’s recommendation, permission
was approved by the Parish Council to move forward with the presented Snap Sport at the cost of $33K.
● There was water in the new storage room. It was recommended that drains be installed after school at
a cost of $1,400. All Parish Council members were in favor to proceed.
● Funds were received from the strip of property that was sold to the Toni and Trish House.
● Appeal to Rome – St. Anthony Church: Bishop Hurley inquired about the status of the appeal, receiving
no new information. The Bishop and Sister Judith O’Brien will compose a letter to send to Rome.
● Nine Mile Road Property: A buyer is interested in purchasing the property. Bob Huskins followed
protocol and had the property reclassified to Agriculture, resulting in no school taxes to be paid.
● Members were requested to review the budget handouts so approval can be made at the next meeting.
● Church and school are in very good financial state.
● CSA: Received $750 to cover remainder for 2018 and for 2019, we are at 57% of assessment after just
two weeks - very good start.
Christian Service Commission – Renee Krager
● Blood Drive will be April 30 – contact Jill/Parish Office to schedule an appointment to donate.
● Easter Vigil Reception: Finger foods request was put in Bulletin and lilies have been ordered.
● Migrant Program: Annual pantry request list has not been received – Renee will contact Diocese.
● Mother’s Day and Father’s Day: Gift handouts will be prayer booklets.
● Discussed membership
STAFF REPORT – Fr. Tom
● Staff meeting was held earlier today. The majority of discussion covered calendar items.
● Fr. Tom will be staying at parish for another year.
UPCOMING EVENTS
● Palm Sunday – April 14
● Chrism Mass – April 16 – 10:30 am at Cathedral
● Holy Thursday – April 18 – 7:00 pm Mass / 8:00-10:00pm Adoration / 10:00pm Night Prayer
● Good Friday – April 19 – 12:00noon Stations of the Cross / 1:00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion /
2:00-6:00pm Private Devotion
● Easter Vigil Mass – April 20 – 8:00 pm
● Easter Sunday Masses – April 21 – 8:30am and 10:30am
● Easter Egg Hunt – Easter Sunday after 10:30am Mass
NEXT MEETING:

May 9, 2019 – 7:30pm

Prayer Leader: Administration Commission

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn by Deb Lupo and seconded by Keith Charbonneau

Submitted by Deb Lupo

