FROM
FR. TOM’S
DESK
The Most Holy Trinity

Sr. Mary McGlone, Celebration

As Jesus prepares to go away, he promises his disciples his “forever
presence” in the person of his own Spirit. When we read this pledge in
the context of the entire discourse, we realize that what he promises
through the Spirit goes beyond the physical presence they have
experienced and anything he has already given them.
As Jesus speaks about the Spirit that he will send his disciples, the
description becomes a mini-discourse on the Trinity. Jesus pledges to
the disciples that the Spirit will keep them aware of who he is. Jesus,
who had already proclaimed that he is the truth, now promises that the
Spirit will guide them to all truth. He says that everything the Father
has is his and promises that the Spirit will give them what belongs to
him.
If the pronouns in that paragraph have been confusing and you are
not sure who “he” is, that is because the three of them are described
as one. Jesus taught that he and the Father are one, and that
everything that the Father has is his. Now, he says that his work will
be carried on through the Spirit, who will share with the disciples what
belongs to him — and therefore to the Father. As he puts it a little later,
“I in them and you in me” (John 17:23). Classic theology has described
the Spirit as the living bond of love between the Father and the Son.
In this Gospel, Jesus promises the Spirit as the energy or bond that
will bring his disciples to share his own union with God.

Lady Wisdom (Proverbs 8)

Celebration

Wisdom is the first witness to all God does. She watches the process
of creation with exquisite delight. Then, not only is she an observer,
but she is so enchanted that she actually gets involved in the process
with God, helping to craft creation and delighting God in all that she
does. She describes her participation in creation as play, suggesting
that God too was playing throughout the creative process.
As we avoid the urge to conceive of Wisdom as a member of the
Trinity, we can still appreciate the idea that she, the first “other” in all
of creation, was drawn into an intimate relationship with God. In that
sense, she models the vocation God gave humanity from the
beginning, the vocation to participate in the creation of the world,
delighting in God even as God delights in humanity and all of creation.
She reminds us that God created in joy for the purpose of sharing that
joy.

Importance of Faith (Romans 5)

Celebration

For Paul, justification is the equivalent of what Catholics call
salvation. It implies forgiveness of sin and freedom. The person who
has faith is justified, meaning that she or he has accepted God’s loving
forgiveness. Through that process, people of faith are freed from the
power of sin as well. This also means that they have been liberated
from false ideas about God as a legalistic judge requiring strict
compliance and the belief that death brings an end to life.
According to Paul, the newness of life that a Christian experiences in
justification has come through Jesus Christ. He has revealed that
God’s intentions and attitude toward humanity have always been for
salvation. Another way that Paul describes what salvation/justification
means is by saying that “we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” The peace to which Paul refers is multifaceted. It
describes the state of harmony that exists when human beings are at
one with one another and God. Peace comes from understanding what
Christ has revealed: We are God’s beloved, no longer servants but
friends.

The Parting Gift (John 16)

Celebration

As he speaks to the disciples, Jesus describes the Spirit in ways that
mirror his own life and vocation. He says that the Spirit speaks “what
he hears.” In other words, like Jesus, the Spirit speaks from the heart
of God, from a shared will and point of view.
Another way in which Jesus describes the union he shares with the
Father and the Spirit is to say that the Spirit “will take from what is mine
and declare it to you. Everything that the Father has is mine; for this
reason, I told you that [the Spirit] will take from what is mine and
declare it to you.” This description of having everything in common
offers a vision of the dynamic of love that constitutes the being of God.
Jesus describes his union with the Father and Spirit as one of having
everything in common. Obviously, because this does not refer to
material possessions, it is speaking of sharing the same interior
attributes such as knowledge, emotion, and will – all of which we
summarize by referring to God’s love.
This is vitally important, not so much for what we believe it teaches
us about God in God’s own self, but because Jesus promised us this
Spirit. If the Spirit dwells in us, then we are invited to be guided and
motivated by the very same divine knowledge, emotion, and will — in
a word, by divine love.

Called to Serve

Joe Walker, Celebration

The feast of the Trinity celebrates the graced reality that as church,
we are empowered in and through the Holy Spirit to continue Jesus’
mission of bringing the Father’s mercy and peace to our chaotic and
hurting world. As Paul so eloquently professed, “The love of God has
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been
given to us.”
Today, as in every Mass, we are reminded of the constancy of God’s
love – and our call to serve. We are not alone: The Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit are constant companions who illumine the path of service
we embrace when we accept the trinitarian blessing at the concluding
rite. Today, let that blessing serve as a poignant reminder that we, like
the sometimes frightened, sometimes confident disciples of the early
church, are not alone as we go out to live the call to serve.
“May we be blest in the name of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”

FATHER’S DAY PRAYER

WEEK OF JUNE 16, 2019

MONDAY
2 Cor 6:1-10 Ps 98:1-4 Mt 5:38-42
TUESDAY
2 Cor 8:1-9 Ps 146:2, 5-9 Mt 5:43-48
WEDNESDAY
8:00am – Mass
2 Cor 9:6-11 Ps 112:1-4, 9 Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
THURSDAY
8:00am - Mass
2 Cor 11:1-11 Ps 111:1-4, 7-8 Mt 6:7-15
FRIDAY
2 Cor 11:18, 21-30 Ps 34:2-7 Mt 6:19-23
SATURDAY
4:30pm - Mass
2 Cor 12:1-10 Ps 34:8-13 Mt 6:24-34
SUNDAY
9:30am - Mass (with Nursery)
Gn 14:18-20 Ps 110:1-4 1 Cor 11:23-26 Lk 9:11-17

UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS
JUNE 26 – Wednesday – 2:00-7:00pm – Blood Drive – East Campus
JUNE 30 – Sunday – 1:00-4:00pm – West Campus
Father Tom’s 50th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood
JULY 29-AUGUST 1 – Monday-Thursday – 9:00am-12:00noon
Vacation Bible School – East Campus
SEPTEMBER 8 – Sunday – 12:00-4:00pm – East Campus
Parish Picnic

JULY SCHEDULE

We will not be having daily Masses in July.

Fr. Jerry Balwinski will be the guest celebrant on the 1st and 3rd
weekends of July. As a part of the annual Missionary Cooperation
Plan, a member of the St. Francis de Sales Community centered in
Toledo, Ohio, will be here on the 2nd weekend of July.
The pastor will be nowhere to be found!

BLOOD DRIVE AT ST. GABRIEL – JUNE 26 – 2-7:00pm

From our donors’ efforts in April, 51 local hospital patients received
blood products! We are requesting your participation to make our
June 26 Blood Drive a success as well. Parishioners and community
members are encouraged to donate. The donation process takes one
hour from start to finish ~ an additional technician will be onsite.
Appointments are preferred; walk-ins are welcome too. Scheduling is
easy – visit versiti.org/michigan (St. Gabriel Parish event) or call the
Parish Office at 662-6861. If viewing electronically, click here to
schedule. Donors will receive a sunshade to be used in their vehicle.
Please consider donating blood to save lives.

NEW HIRES

Linda Knepfler, a fourth-year candidate in lay ministry and Parish
Secretary at Our Lady of Peace Church in Bay City, will be working
part-time as our Pastoral Care Coordinator. Her biggest responsibility
will be the Rite of Christian Initiation.
Lauren Heim has been retained as the 2nd grade teacher at our parish
school (AACS). The current combined 1st/2nd grade classroom will be
separating.
After interviewing candidates, Clark Switalski has been selected for
the position of Principal.

REMINDER

The new fees for both the rental of parish halls and for the cemetery
services will be implemented July 1, with the new fiscal year.
Questions/requests may be directed to the Parish Office at 662-6861.

EDUCATION/FORMATION
Family Talk Time Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families, Sara McGinnis Lee
Who are you in relationship with daily? How does that affect your
decisions?
Reflecting on the Word: Truth is a powerful thing that only exists in
community. To be able to grasp the truth, you must hold the truth in
relationship. God exists solely in relationship. The Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit are always in relationship with one another. Being
created in God’s image, we are also called to constantly exist in
relationship and seek the truth together.
Living the Word: To help family members see how we are
dependent upon one another, ask each to draw a large outline of
him/herself and to divide the outline into different parts. Write the
names of people who have influenced how you see (eyes) things,
have influenced your voice and what you say, or helped your ability
to move (such as a coach or dance instructor). We are many parts
but all one body. Notice if family members have any similarities or
differences in who they feel connected to and how.

AUBURN AREA CATHOLIC SCHOOL

AACS is offering a Young 5s program. Children must be 5 years
old by December 1. This class is Monday-Friday from 8:30am-3:20pm
and is held in tandem with the Kindergarten class. Mrs. Spencer,
Young 5s/Kindergarten teacher, would be happy to discuss the
program details with you – contact her at jspencer@auburnac.org .
3 & 4-Year-Old Preschool has openings. Visit the AACS website at
auburnacschool.org for more information and registration papers.
School Office: Mrs. Chris will be in and out throughout the summer
and will check messages. Please leave a message at 662-6431 or
ckaczynski@auburnac.org. E-mail messages are checked daily.
Registration documents may be dropped off at the Parish Office.
AACS will have a float in the Corn Fest Parade. The parade is on
Sunday, July 14, at 1:00pm. If you would like to help with the float or
walk with us in the parade, please contact Sarah Pope at
sarah.pope08@gmail.com .

STEWARDSHIP
Weekly Target: $10,962

Offering: $7,901
Priests Retirement: $230

Most Holy Trinity Sunday
“But, when he comes, the Spirit of truth,
he will guide you to all truth...” John 16:13
God sent the Holy Spirit to help us live our lives in the way He wants
us to live. We must be open to hearing and responding to the Holy
Spirit in our lives. We must pray to let the Spirit in. Only after we hear
and recognize the Spirit in our lives can we share it with others.
Children G☺☺d Deeds
… helped put down mulch and more yardwork
…played nice with my friends
…took dog for a walk without being asked
CSA Report: We have had three additions to the CSA responses,
bringing our total to $74,230 (target is $67,249).

Vacation Bible School ~ July 29-August 1
“ROAR! Life is Wild
God is Good”
This epic African adventure engages the whole herd. At ROAR, kids explore God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious faith that powers them
through this wild life. Daily activities include music, Bible stories, KidVid Cinema, games, and a snack. Join us Monday through Thursday from
9:00am to 12:00noon. Registration fee is $12 per child/$30 per family. Registration forms are available at both entrances. Everyone is welcome
to come join in the fun! Registration Deadline if you want a t-shirt: Tuesday, June 25
REQUESTING VOLUNTEERS ~ MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Your help is needed at Vacation Bible School on July 29–August 1 (Monday through Thursday) from 9:00am to 12:00noon. It’s a great fun
opportunity to get service hours! Volunteer forms are available at the school entrance. Registration Deadline: Tuesday, June 25

SEEKING
SPONSORS
St. Gabriel Parish is updating and adding sponsor advertisers displayed in weekly Bulletins. Support your parish
Bulletin and promote your business! Begin advertising or notify a potential advertiser of this opportunity. These
advertisements are viewed on printed copies, plus online on the Parish website and MyParish app affiliated with
St. Gabriel Parish.
For information, contact the Parish Office at
662-6861 or parishoffice@auburnac.org

St. Anthony
Cemetery
4485
S. Eleven Mile Rd.
Auburn

Cemetery
Plot
Burial
Burial of Cremains
P = Parishioner

P
NP
$500 $900
$600 $600
$125 $150
NP = Non-Parishioner

Columbarium
Single (1 Urn)
Double (2 Urns)
Inurnment

P
NP
$1,000
$1,200
$1,400
$1,500
$ 250 per niche $ 275

Call St. Gabriel Parish Office at 662-6861 for information

ST. GABRIEL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
May 9, 2019
ATTENDANCE: Fr. Tom Sutton, Sally Czabala, Tim Hadd, Renee Krager, Sue LeVasseur, Deb Lupo, Sandy
DesJardins, Robert Milne, Marty Spencer, Jill Arndt, Janet Woronoff and Mike Jamrog
Absent: Karen Willsie, Keith Charbonneau and Sascha Rivet
REVIEW/APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes were reviewed with one correction: Education/Formation
Commission – June 7 versus June 12 will be the last day of school. Motion to approve the Minutes by
Mike Jamrog and seconded by Marty Spencer.
NEW/OLD BUSINESS
● Budget: Some changes were made to the proposed budget presented in April. There will be additional
costs for health and dental insurance, per the Diocese; additional teacher; under building improvements,
full cost of portable unit and two other projects. Motion was made to approve the updated budget
effective July 1. Approval was granted by Parish Council members in attendance.
● Parish Picnic – September 8: Prizes and raffle were discussed. Deb Lupo and any other members will
send Jill notes reviewing last year’s picnic. A budget was requested. It was suggested that there be
chairpersons – Tim Hadd and Deb Lupo volunteered. Planning will be discussed at the June meeting.
● Parish Appreciation Dinner: Last month’s discussion was reviewed. Eagle Palooza is scheduled for
February 8, 2020. Members were in favor of supporting the Eagle Palooza and not have both events. This
topic will be revisited, if something changes.
● Council/Commission Memberships: Administration Commission has 3 vacancies; Worship Commission
has 4; Christian Service has 2; Education/Formation has 2; and Parish Council has 3. Personal contact is
the best approach. It was suggested that a description of each commission be published in the Bulletin.
● West Campus Floor Replacement: Mike Jamrog reported that he and Mark LeVasseur looked onsite at
the product presented at the last meeting, and the reviews were far more negative than positive. They
are currently looking at a product that is vinyl tile with rubber backing available in various colors and can
be glued or free floating; price is the same range and installation may be done by fiscal year end.
● Staff Member: There are two applicants for the Pastoral Care Administrator position; both will
interview next week.
COMMISSION REPORTS
Education/Formation Commission – Sandy DesJardins
● Grandparent/Special Person Day went very well and was well attended.
● Bob Milne attended a Title II meeting; AACS will receive over $6,000 in Title II and Title IV combined
funds for next school year.
● Principal and 2nd Grade Teacher open positions will be posted on the Diocese website.
● May 10: School Mass followed by May Crowning
● May 20: 4-year-old graduation
● May 23: Last day for 3-year-old program
● May 31: 5th grade Mass
● June 6: Field Day
● June 7: Last day of school and Kindergarten graduation
● Anticipating 100 Preschool through 5th grade students to begin 2019-2020
● Vacation Bible School: Plans are going well
● Sacramental prep celebration went well. Blessing of sacramentals (gifts children received) will be after
Mass on May 19.
● Pentecost June 8-9: An adult confirmation will be celebrated June 9
● Several baptisms are scheduled for this weekend through October

● Youth Ministry
o Easter Egg Hunt went well
o Debbie Wurdock of Catholic Family Services talked about mental health during the youths’ last
session. Covered was youth suicide, depression, and that youths have a lack of coping skills.
A follow-up presentation may be scheduled in the Fall.
o June 1: Graduation Mass
o Offered YES (Youth Encounter Service) project – learn about poverty and reach out to poor of
Saginaw. Cost is $135; paid by parish-$100 and $35-parents
o July: Loons baseball game
• Sandy is creating a Bulletin insert titled, “How Does the Holy Spirit Work in Your Life?” She sent
invitations for response from Parishioners.
● Sandy is reviewing ideas for one-day sessions – possibly Dave Ramsey’s Financial University and/or
Building a Strong Marriage. Talked with O’s restaurant about planning a young adult activity on a
Sunday afternoon.
Worship Commission – Sally Czabala
● Discussed decorating for Pentecost
● Discussed new memberships
● Reviewed responsibilities at Picnic as Greeters
● Discussed planning for Fr. Tom’s 50th Anniversary of Ordination event. Will need (in shifts) kitchen
help, greeters, and someone to take pictures. Help is also needed for setup on June 29. Has need to
borrow glass dispensers. Final plans will be made at the June meeting.
Administration Commission – Mike Jamrog
● Water cooler in the hallway had to be replaced
● Had sewer issue at West Campus – repaired
● Sump pump at Parish Center – backup failed, as did that backup. Might have to change the line to
backup pump. Fr. Tom discussed protocol with the alarm company, as there was not clear
communication describing alarm and building location in call he received from representative;
additionally, the representative said the pump reset itself. Ultimately, the pump did fail causing a
flooded basement. Plumber and restoration company were brought in. Changing alarm companies is
being considered.
● Drain for the storage unit will be taken care of after school is out.
● Roof leak at West Campus has been fixed.
● Parish Council and Planning Committee wrote another letter to Rome requesting a decision.
Additionally, Bishop Hurley made an inquiry about the appeal to Rome, resulting in more information
being requested. Bishop Hurley did a walk-through at West Campus. He is coordinating the next steps.
● An offer from an investor group was made regarding the Nine Mile Road property. Offer was a down
payment and interest and principle for five-year period with balloon at end of fifth year. Price is
$125,000, which is more than if listed at $150,000 with realtor. Investor group is in process of looking
at drainage, zoning, etc. For property matters, the Bishop must take it to “Consulters,” which is a group
of Vicars.
● Grounds cleanup is tentatively scheduled for June 1; however, weekday may be better. Following
discussion with Parish Staff, date will be confirmed in Bulletin.
● Finance Reports: Overall, we are in a good financial position considering all the projects and repairs.
● CSA: Target is $67,249; pledged to date is $62,000 from 274 parishioners.
Christian Service Commission – Renee Krager
● April Blood Drive went very well – there were 17 donors (12 was target), which helped 51 patients.
Wait was long due to computer issue and blood bank being short-staffed at our site – an additional
person will be onsite next event. Next Blood Drive is June 26 at St. Gabriel from 2:00–7:00.
● Food pantry collection this weekend is for the Migrant Ministry; items needed are pinto beans, rice,
corn, green beans, pancake mix and syrup, cereal, white flour, shortening, salt, pepper, and baking
items. Fr. Tom stated that a donation to this program can be made from the Outreach account.
● Mother’s Day: Prayer booklet will be distributed
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● Discussed memberships; there are two vacancies
● Discussed picnic responsibilities
STAFF REPORT – Fr. Tom
Preliminary plans are underway for the Pictorial Directory, which is usually done every five years.
Schedules from the past and discount opportunities were discussed. Photographer dates will be
announced. Pictures of current events with parishioners should be sent to the Parish Office
(parishoffice@auburnac.org).
ADDITIONAL BUSINESS
Membership: New members are invited to the June meeting. Commission chairpersons are to give new
members informational packets, if available.
UPCOMING EVENTS
May 10: May Crowning of Mary after 9:00 am School Mass
June 1: Graduate Mass
June 26: Blood Drive – East Campus Social Hall – 2:00-7:00pm
June 30: Fr. Tom’s 50th Anniversary of Ordination – West Campus – 1:00-4:00
July 13-14 Masses: Missionary Priest from the Oblates of St Francis de Sales
August 15: Holy Day – Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary; Masses at 9:00am & 7:00pm
September 8: Parish Picnic – 12:00-4:00pm
NEXT MEETING: June 13, 2019 – 7:30pm Prayer Leader: Parish Council
ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn by Mike Jamrog and seconded by Marty Spencer

Submitted by Deb Lupo
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